
All motives can be explained under the letter L.

—P. D. James
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a talk by
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ABSTRACT

I’ll tell you why every function with either “L” or “zeta” in
its name is actually meromorphic and has a functional equa-
tion. The proofs will be handwavey at best and for the most
part will be downright wrong. The name Langlands will come
up. Maybe we’ll prove Fermat’s Last Theorem. Actual number
theorists are welcome to come and point out when I lie.
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